
GALLERY WALK 
ANCHOR ACTIVITY… 
 Familiarize yourself with the information on the 

posters regarding Five Keys for Creating a Student 

Centered Classroom. 

 

Think about examples you could add to the pages. 



Blue =   Didn’t get to it 

Red=     Will never do it again 

Yellow= Will do it again with revisions 

Green = It was awesome and I loved it! 



DEBRIEF… 
Continue to post on the wiki 

to give us updates…. 

Thanks for posting: Chris, Jenni, JoHanna, Kathy, Kim, Linda, Liz/Sandy!  



TODAY’S 

Non Negotiable-   
Supportive Learning Environment- 
Creating the Student Centered 

Classroom.  
High Quality Curriculum  

Choice Boards/New Tool- Raft/s 



  
Supportive 

Learning 

Environment 

Continuous 

Assessment 

High Quality 

Curriculum 

Flexible Grouping 

  

Respectful 

Tasks 



SUPPORTIVE LEARNING 

ENVIRONMENT 



HOW TO HONOR & INSPIRE 
LEARNERS 

IN YOUR CLASSROOM 
COMMUNITY 

Gather data 

Create an environment that honors 
students and builds 

Kryza, K., Stephens, S., & Duncan, A. (2007). Inspiring Middle and Secondary Learners. California: Corwin Press. 



GATHER DATA 
THROUGH… 

Kryza, K., Stephens, S., & Duncan, A. (2007). Inspiring Middle and Secondary Learners. California: Corwin Press. 

Academic scores 

Learning preferences 

Learning styles 

Interest inventories 



USE DATA TO… 

Help students know themselves, their strengths, 
their weaknesses, and their processes of 
learning 

    

 

 

Kryza, K., Stephens, S., & Duncan, A. (2007). Inspiring Middle and Secondary Learners. California: Corwin Press. 



USE DATE TO…  

Make decisions about classes and 
individual needs 



CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT THAT 
HONORS STUDENTS THROUGH… 

Physical settings 

 

Routines 

 

Emotional tone 

Kryza, K., Stephens, S., & Duncan, A. (2007). Inspiring Middle and Secondary Learners. California: Corwin Press. 



PHYSICAL SETTING 
Adjust lighting to suit learners 
Provide music 
Offer options in the use of 
classroom space 

Teach from 
 different locations 
 in the classroom 

Kryza, K., Stephens, S., & Duncan, A. 

 (2007). Inspiring Middle and Secondary Learners. California: Corwin Press. 



ROUTINES 

Kryza, K., Stephens, S., & Duncan, A. (2007). Inspiring Middle and Secondary Learners. California: Corwin Press. 



EMOTIONAL TONE 

Affirmation Posters- 

Kryza, K., Stephens, S., & Duncan, A. (2007). Inspiring Middle and Secondary Learners. California: Corwin Press. 



SETTING EMOTIONAL TONE 

 

 

 



THINK PAIR SHARE 

Which factor of the classroom 
environment (physical setting, 
routines, or emotional tone) has the 
greatest impact? Why? 



5 KEYS FOR CREATING A STUDENT CENTERED 

CLASSROOM 

Advancing Differentiation: 

Thinking and learning for the 21st 

Century 

Richard M. Cash, EdD 

Review the components from the handout and 
reflect on your gallery walk. 

What affirmations and insights did you have?   

What is one new practice you could try with your 
students to continue building your student 

centered classroom? 

Jot down on a sticky note and attach it to your 
handout page. 



IN A STUDENT CENTERED CLASSROOM… 

Kryza, K., Stephens, S., & Duncan, A. (2007). Inspiring Middle and Secondary Learners. California: Corwin Press. 
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Continuous 
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NON-NEGOTIABLE: 

ON-GOING ASSESSMENT  

 

 
Get to know 

your 

students’ 

individual 

interests 



NON-NEGOTIABLE: 

ON-GOING ASSESSMENT 

 

 
Get to know 

your 

students 

academically 



ONCE YOU HAVE YOU DETERMINED… 

Students interests… 

Abilities… 

Learning styles … 

Through pre-assessments 
 



YOU CAN IMPLEMENT 

Tools and strategies to support their 

individual needs 



NON-NEGOTIABLE 

HIGH QUALITY CURRICULUM 

Challenge your 

students by  

differentiating 

process, product, 

and content 
 



"When teachers effectively differentiate 

instruction, there is a continuous flow in the 

processes of teaching, learning, and 

assessment. These components operate not 

as steps that we follow, but rather as a 

continuous cycle, each process informing 

the next.“ 
 
Diane Heacox, Making Differentiation a Habit, 2009. 

http://www.freespirit.com/catalog/item_detail.cfm?ITEM_ID=674
http://www.freespirit.com/catalog/item_detail.cfm?ITEM_ID=674




Learning Environment…. 

 Process…. 

  Product… 

   Content…. 

    Affect… 

     



A Differentiated Classroom in Balance 

F 

L 

E 

X 

I 

B 

L 

E 

 
Sense 

Of 

Community Time 

Groups 

Resource 

Approaches 

to teaching 

and learning 

Concept- 

based 

Inviting 

Product 

Oriented  

Focused 

Safe 
Respect for 

individual 

Respect 

For 

Group  

Shared 

goals 

Shared 

responsibility 

Shared 

Vision 

On-going 

assessment 

to determine 

need 

Feedback 

and 

grading 

ZPD 

Target 

Tomlinson-oo 
Affirming Shared 

Challenge 



STRATEGIES THAT PROMOTE 
ROUTINES. 

NEW TOOL TO ADD TO YOUR TOOLBOX 



Empowering Students through  

CHOICE 
 while ensuring adherence to important  

LEARNING GOALS 



A HIGHER PREP DIFFERENTIATION 
STRATEGY…. 



Sometimes you just want your 
choice! 

 



Choice Boards 

A set of activities related to the 
same concept, essential question or 
big idea. 

A Choice Boards could be  

based on: 

•Bloom’s Taxonomy 

•Learning Styles 

•Multiple Intelligences 



A CHOICE BOARD  offers students a 
way to make decisions about what they 
will do in order to meet class 
requirements.  A choice board could be 
for a single lesson, a week-long lesson, or 
even a month-long period of study. 



1. Identify the most important elements of a lesson 
or unit.  

2. Create a required assignment or project that 
reflects the minimum understanding you expect all 
students to achieve. 

3. Create negotiables which expand upon the minimum 
understands.  These negotiables often require 
students to go beyond the basic levels of Bloom's 
Taxonomy.  

4. Create a final optional section that requires 
students the opportunity for enrichment.  The 
optional section often reflects activities that 
students can use for extra credit. 
 

 
from Fair Isn't Always Equal: Assessing and Grading in 
the Differentiated Classroom by Rick Wormeli 



Choice Boards for Today’s Session: 



Tic Tac Toe Boards 



Tic-Tac-Toe is a simple way to give 
students alternative ways of exploring 
and expressing key ideas and using key 
skills.  Typically, the Tic-Tac-Toe board 
has 9 cells in it, like that of the game.  











MENU BOARDS 



WHAT’S YOUR ORDER? 



NOT THAT KIND OF ORDER! 















  

Overview:   

Students are presented with a menu of 

rigorous responses based on: 

 

Role 

Audience  

Format 

Topic 

Strong Verb 



 

What Vantage Point to Explore…Perspective 





Poster~Speech~Want Ad~Youtube video~Blog~Podcast~Collage~Card~Letter~Rap Song~Diorama~Webpage~Public Service Announcement~Game~News Report~Petition~Recipe~Political Cartoon   
 



What issue, question or 

statement are you addressing? 

This is the link to your standards…  



Use strong verbs to define what the writer is to do. Include the tense you 

expect the writer to use.  

Convince~Evaluate~Persuade~Plead~Inform~Inspire~Demonstrate~Categorize~Implore~Formulate~Defend~Object~Judge~Critique~Influence~Contrast~Investigate~ 



Plant  Sun              Thank you note For   

      the sun's role in the 

      plant's growth 





Review the RAFT handout you were given at your 
table. 
Agree on one that is your favorite.  
Decide on a STRONG VERB to add to the activity.  
Be ready to share out.  





8TH GRADE PHYSICAL EDUCATION - INSTRUCTOR: MR. TANTER 

DEPARTMENT MOTTO: “PROMOTING ACTIVE, HEALTHY LIFESTYLES” 
Know: 
 That regular physical activity is the key to an active healthy lifestyle 

Understand: 
 The benefits of regular physical activity 

 Why physical education is important to everyone’s life 

Be able to do: 
 Articulate to others why physical education is important to everyone’s life 

 Demonstrate ways to be physically active, which will improve your overall fitness level 

 Create a personal fitness plan that will improve or maintain you overall fitness level 

 

Role Audience Format Topic Strong Verb 

Person in a 

hospital bed with 

heart disease from 

inactivity 

Students Documentary / Short film This could be you. 

How do you prevent 

this from happening 

to you? 

Convince 

The Heart Person Exercising Letter to the person 

exercising 

Your regular physical 

activity has benefited 

me in the following 

ways. Thank you! 

Explain 

Treadmill Person who does 

not exercise 

A dream, written out in 

conversational format 

Physical activity is 

the key to an active 

healthy lifestyle. I 

can help you. 

Inspire 

Muscle / Ligament Student Commercial If you do not use 

me, you will lose me. 

 Persuade 



GRADING A CHOICE ACTIVITY 
(ONE OPTION) 

PROCESS and CONTENT 
Provide a grade for content 

understanding  
 Determine the major theme, 

guiding principle, or focus  
 Identify standards and the 

anticipated results  
(these will be evident in all 
activities) 

 

PRODUCT and CONTENT 
Provide a grade for content 

representation  
 Create assessment 

criteria/checklists of 
requirements for the products 
 

http://www.writingfix.com/wac/

WAC_Docs/RAFTS_Rubric_blank

.pdf 

http://www.writingfix.com/wac/WAC_Docs/RAFTS_Rubric_blank.pdf
http://www.writingfix.com/wac/WAC_Docs/RAFTS_Rubric_blank.pdf
http://www.writingfix.com/wac/WAC_Docs/RAFTS_Rubric_blank.pdf


INTERMEDIATE  

AND UPPER GRADES 



RIGHT NOW RESOURCES 

http://ohlsddiacademy.wikispaces.com/ 

Snowman 

RAFT 

http://ohlsddiacademy.wikispaces.com/


NEXT SESSION:  MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST 
HOMEWORK- 
 
1) CREATE A RAFT AND AN 
 ASSESSMENT FOR THE 
 RAFT 
 POST YOUR RAFT AND ASSESSMENT TO THE 
 HOMEWORK SESSION II PAGE 
 
2)  REFLECT ON THE STICKY NOTE YOU ADDED TO THE 
STUDENT CENTERED HANDOUT.  
FIND THIS, OR ANOTHER WAY TO BUILD UPON YOUR 
STUDENT CENTERED CLASSROOM USING THE FIVE KEYS.     
POST YOUR PROGRESS TO THE WIKI PAGE.  



BE THE DIFFERENTIATOR YOU KNOW 
YOU CAN BE. 

 

Complete 

Exit Card 


